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Minister’s Chat

A young man was walking a hiking trail on a
beautiful afternoon. His thoughts were on the
wonders of nature that surrounded him. The
trees, swaying gently in the light breeze, seemed
to be whispering secrets to each other. The
brook bubbled a song that blended with the hum
of the insects along its banks. Birds chirped in
the trees enjoying the warmth of the bright sun.
Even the shadows were interesting and their
shade was inviting. The young man hadn't a
care in the world and delighted in this
opportunity to take the photographs he loved.
Suddenly, at a narrow bend in the trail he saw a
man crouched in the brush. The stranger was
shabbily dressed with an unkempt beard, and
appeared to be a tough character. The young
man immediately thought of the expensive
camera he was carrying and a sizable amount of
money in his wallet. He looked for a way to
pass the stranger unseen, but the trail was
narrow. Just as the young man had decided that
he would turn back rather than try to pass the
stranger, the man looked toward him and with a
large grin called out, "Have you seen these little
violets hiding here in the shade? They are so
beautiful. Come and look at them. They'd make
a pretty picture for you, I think."

The young man took his pictures while the
stranger watched. The man said, "Just a little
way along, beside the trail, there are more wild
flowers you might want to shoot. Have a nice
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day." With those words, the stranger was off
down the trail, whistling happily.
Because of his prejudices, the young man
almost missed the very thing he was looking for,
the beauty at the side of the road.
How often do we miss the beauty that God has
placed around us when we only see the
negative? We misjudge people because of their
appearance and don't take a chance and offer
them a smile. We miss the beauty beside the
road when we focus on our own fears and
suspicions.
Isabel is a dear friend | met at the Villa. She is
full of arthritis and is in constant pain. Isabel
cannot see well enough to sing the hymns but
she has many memorized and when we come to
the chorus she sings with everything she has.
She never complains and is such a good
example to those who live there and to those
who visit. It is easy to find fault and miss the
violets but Isabel always looks for the good;
she is a wonderful example of how to be. Life
is too short to hold grudges and put others
down. During this month of August let us look
for the little violets at the side of the road.
Blessings, Rev. Sue

Notes from Council

Summer months at Bala United Church
highlight a number of very fine initiatives.

Flyers have been posted for the Ham Dinner that
will take place on August 3. Andrea Burdick
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has prepared tickets for this exciting event
whose menu will offer succulent, warm sliced
ham, crispy green vegetables, a robust potato
salad, tomato aspic, coleslaw, rolls and butter.
Dinner will cost $12.00. For children ten and
under the cost will be $6.00. Women of the
Church will prepare enticing home-made pies,
and tasty tarts and squares.

On July 31 many members of congregation will
support the Moon River Property Owners
annual Regatta through their providing the
BBQ. Indeed this has become a very
worthwhile whole church initiative chaired by
Sandy Currie and Marian McDonald.  All
members of our Church and of the broader
community are invited to come by and enjoy a
quality meal and enjoy family activities at the
BBQ.

On September 17, at 7:00 p.m., Valley Men’s
Choir will round out the list of fundraising
activities for the season.

Council Members are highly supportive of the
women of UCW’s event on August 26 at 1:30.
Heather Nation, daughter of Beverly and Ed
Nation of the former Roselawn Lodge, and
therefore one of our own, will speak to all
interested of her recent climbing of Kilimanjaro
and of her wonderful African Adventures in
Kenya, Tanzania, and Zanzibar.

Rev Sue and Andrea Burdick have launched a
very successful “Lemonade on the Lawn”
following Services on a Sunday. Members of
Council and of the Congregation at large who
wish to be part of this new practice may sign up
in the Jackson C. E. Wing. People linger after
Service in sun and shade to chat and relax a
little before continuing their very full lives. On
a related matter, Beth Croft will step into
Marilyn Niess” shoes to Chair a small
Fellowship Committee for our Church.

On the subject of Basement Renewal, architect,
Terry Ledger has met twice with members of
the Renewal Committee. The good news
includes that Terry will prepare appropriate
drawings, including electrical, at no cost to the
Church! Bruce Patterson, Peter Hemming, and
Brian have exposed the north wall in the
basement to facilitate Terry’s investigations and
recommendations.  Bill Niess heads up the
Basement Renewal Committee and welcomes
your ideas. On a matter relating to moisture
control, Bill, with help from the Troughologist,

has installed eaves troughs outside the Gift
Shoppe.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian McDonald

Hello, Everyone
We are hoping to renew the lower level of the
JCE wing over the next couple of years.
Dampness is an on-going challenge.
If you would like to contribute to a special
building fund I will ensure your contributions are
recorded on the tax receipt you receive at the
beginning of 2012.
Your generous contributions will provide a
resource for your council to address a long
awaited priority.
With sincere thanks,
Treasurer Leo

~
~

Announcements:

The Bala United Church Gift Shop . . .
The shop is open Mondays from 10 am to 12
noon or by appointment. Call Helen at 762-
2625 or Cecelia Colwell at 762-2323.

~
~

Knitting Group
Every Monday 10 am - 12 noon
Jackson C.E. Wing - Everyone is welcome.
Coffee is served.

~

Bala United Church Council Meeting
Tuesday, August 2, 2011
9:30 am , Jackson C E Wing

~
~

The executive for 2011-2012 is:

President: Barb Bond
Past President: Marian McDonald
Secretary: Marilyn Niess



Treasurer: Anne Snowdon

Members at Large: Andrea Burdick
Susan Hemming
Betty Anne Jerrett

A SPECIAL TRAVELOGUE
For everyone to enjoy!
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Friday, August 26, 2011
1:30 pm
By Heather Nation

Heather will share stories about her preparation
and climb to the top of Mount Kilimanjaro in
2010 and her memorable African Adventure in
Kenya, Tanzania and Zanzibar.

Tea, lemonade and cookies will be served in the
JCE Wing following the presentation. Everyone
is welcome

~
~

Last Call for

Wednesday, August 3, 2011

Community Ham Dinner
Bala United Church

5: OO p m.-7 p m.
$12 for adults
$6 for children 10 and under

Coming Events:

PP sunday, August 21, 2011

10:30 am

Bala/Port Carling Combined
Outdoor Service at Jaspen
Park in Bala, Pot luck lunch
to follow. Bring a luncheon dish to share,
your own lawn chair, plate, cups and
utensils..ALL ARE INVITED.... NOTE:
only one Service that Sunday

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17,
2011

THE VALLEY MEN'S CHOIR
will perform at Bala United Church
7 pm
$10 per person

Tickets available through Marilyn & Bill Niess, at
762-2870 or Brian & Marian McDonald at
762-5178. Tickets will also be available at the door.

VBS 2011 is setting sail very
soon to SonTreasure Island,
come aboard for fun and
adventure. Dates are August
9to 11 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. For
information contact Marian McDonald,

762- 5178, or Rev. Sue at revsue@bell.net

~
~




