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Celebrating the life and work of our Church 
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Minister’s Chat 

 
A recent fall magazine  cover pictured a common 

experience here in Muskoka.  It featured a 

summer cottage scene.  The dock is empty; the 

clothesline is empty save for a few clothespins.  

The last flowers droop in the garden.  The 

stillness is almost audible.  Summer is over.  Many 

have felt the poignancy of the scene, watching as 

through the rear view mirror this month.  Every 

beginning accompanies an ending.  A new year in 

the life of our church begins this month, but only 

because summer has ended.  Part of that ending 

includes saying good-byes to our summer visitors, 

and our summer cottagers.   

God obviously has a strong sense of beginnings.  

The first words in the Bible are, "In the 
beginning...."  The first words from the book of 

John are the same.  The Bible attaches great 

importance to beginnings, but these do not always 

come easily.  A teacher prepares for her or his 

new class at the beginning of a school year;  

children enter junior kindergarten to learn new 

ways.  All beginnings are hard. 

So we begin a new season of activity together.  

The air is mellow, and the morning misty.  There 

is a warm feeling in the beginning stages of the 

oranges and reds of the fall. Department stores 

advertise for part-time help for Christmas and, 

at our next church Council meetings, we will look 

at the year ahead. Beginnings give us strangely 

mixed feelings of anticipation and uneasiness.   

 

 

 

Each asks, "What will my role be this year?”  "Am 
I ready to commit to new responsibilities?"    
Remember the story of the mustard seed.  From 

small beginnings God has worked his will.  One 

thing that makes us different is the way we deal 

with beginnings.  The difference lies in the fact 

that we never embark on a project alone.  We are 

confident that when we respond to the inner 

urgings of the spirit that we are made one with 

God's own love of beginnings. 

In ancient cultures, when a member of the 

community was ill, the shaman would read over 

him or her the story of the tribe's beginnings, 

the ancient myths of creation.  This act indicated 

faith that God's own strength still lay in new 

starts.  What was looked for in healing was not a 

repair so much as a rebirth, a new life.  So we too 

trust that our beginnings are the start of a new 

life. 

We listen for the inner voice bidding us to act, 

and then we put aside our hesitation and respond 

to God's nudging.  In response the energy comes.  

Our part is simply to begin.  A Greek sage 

declared, "He/She has half the deed done who 

has made a beginning.  "New beginnings make new 

life." 

Blessings for all the new beginnings this 

fall.                      Rev. Sue 

 

Notes from Council 
 
Norah Fountain addressed last Council meeting 
about Swift River’s planned development of 
hydroelectric power at the Falls.  Norah pointed out 
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that, if Option Two (development away from the 
North Falls) does not go forward, then Swift River 
will pursue Option One (adjacent to the North Falls).  
The latter may impact greatly our Church property 
and the adjacent park beyond its possible use for 
staging of the project.  Norah also encourages the 
Church to take an active role in healing within the 
Bala Community regardless of decisions taken on 
these matters.  Your Council will revisit Norah’s 
initiatives in September. 
 
Also, at Council’s first meeting in September, 
Council will evaluate two recent fund raising 
initiatives, the BBQ at the Moon River Property 
Owners Association Regatta and the Ham Dinner.  
Council will determine if these will be pursued 
another year.   
 
Marilyn Niess has taken charge of providing a meal 
for the men and their spouses of the Valley Men’s 
choir on September 17.  This occasion too will raise 
funds for the work of our Church. 
 
Lions of Bala have generously contributed $500 
towards the renewal of the basement in the Jackson 
Wing.  There planning goes forward that will include 
an application for a permit to build early in 
September.  Architect, Terry Ledger, has met again 
with the planning committee headed by Bill Niess to 
receive feedback  and provide guidance for this 
project.  By early November the team will have a 
proposal for Council that will include a timeline and 
budget.  In the interim,  Committee Members, Barb 
Bond and Beth Croft, have come forward to lead 
the fundraising for this very worthwhile venture.  
On another, but related matter, Bill Niess has 
overseen the installation of an eaves trough  
outside the gift shop to eliminate water entering 
under the side door during periods of heavy rain. 
 
Council  applauds  the spirited efforts and 
achievements of our Minister, Rev Sue Woods, and 
an energetic  group of volunteers that created a 
very successful Vacation Bible School in early 
August.   
 
The ladies of the Gift Shoppe, Jean Cameron, Cecilia 
Colwell , and Helen Taylor continue their ministry in 
earnest to benefit the work of our Church. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brian McDonald 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Living Waters Presbyterial Mtg: 
 

A day in God’s Creation at 
 

 

 
 

 

Monday, September 19, 2011 

 

Coffee and muffins at 10 am. 

 

The Rev. Sue Woods (and her guitar) will join 

us for the day. 

 

There will be music, meditation, games, 

entertainment, and a guided tour of the camp.   

 

Bring:  a bag lunch, lawn chair, walking shoes, 

campers hat, sunscreen, sun glasses, a swim suit 

and towel (if you dare) musical instrument (if 

you wish) enthusiasm and friends!!  

 

If you would like to attend, plan to be at the 

church at 8:45 am so that we can arrange 

carpools. 

 

 

 

A special thank you to UCW Secretary, Marilyn 

Niess, for arranging a luncheon for 18 women at 

Moon River Lookout.  The view was 

spectacular, the luncheon menu delicious, and 

many laughs were enjoyed as we shared 

amusing summer stories and adventures.  Thank 

you Marilyn – same time next year? 

 

 

 



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17,  

2011 

THE VALLEY MEN’S CHOIR 
will perform at Bala United Church  

7 pm 

$10 per person 
 
Tickets are  available through Marilyn & Bill Niess, 
at  762-2870 or Brian & Marian McDonald at 
 762-5178.  Tickets will also be available at the door. 

 
 
 

 
 

In Loving Memory of 

 Lane Hazelwood  

Organist and Choir Leader at 

Port Carling United Church 

 

A Service to celebrate his life will take place 

on 

Wednesday, August 31, 11 am at Port Carling 

United Church 

 

 
 

Vacation Bible School 2011 ð 
was a huge success  

 

“Welcome to our island home 

-- just feel the ocean breeze.”  

Twenty-eight children and 

youth were welcomed to our island home at 

Bala United Church.  Twelve leaders were very 

glad they came to “laugh and play – o -play – 

o.” 

There is more than meets the eye beneath the 

golden sea--games, crafts, stories and snacks 

they discovered when they stay – o – stay – o. 

“Come on an island adventure 

We’ll search for the world’s greatest treasure. 

It can’t be bought or sold 

It’s worth more than purest gold 

God’s love is treasure forever treasure forever!” 

 

Thank you, everyone, for being part of VBS 

2011 

 

 

Announcements: 

The Bala United Church Gift Shop . . . 

The shop is open Mondays from 10 am to 12 

noon or by appointment.  Call Helen at 762-

2625 or Cecelia Colwell at 762-2323. 
 

Knitting Group 

Every Monday 10 am – 12 noon 

Jackson C.E. Wing – Everyone is welcome. 

Coffee is served. 
 

Bala United Church Council Meeting 

Tuesday, September , 2011 

9:30 am , Jackson C E Wing 
 

 

 
 

By all these lovely tokens 

September days are here 
With summer’s best of weather 

And Autumn’s best of cheer. 

 

Author unknown 


